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Did you know…?
Some White Plains history in honor of Independence Day

Did you know that White Plains is the birthplace of the State of New York?  On July 9, 1776, members of the Fourth Provincial Congress of New York assembled in White Plains after fleeing New York City ahead of British forces. They received a copy of the Declaration of Independence sent to them by the Continental Congress, then sitting in Philadelphia. The Declaration had been signed by Lewis Morris from Westchester County, who was also part of the Provincial Congress. 
The document was referred to a committee of five, chaired by John Jay. This committee reported back favorably that same day, and the Provincial Congress immediately approved the document and recommended the whole Continental Congress approve it.  
That day, the Congress also "Resolved and Ordered that the style or title of this house be changed from that of 'The Provincial Congress of the Colony of New York' to that of 'The Convention of Representatives of the STATE of New York.'"
On July 11, 1776, Judge John Thomas of Purchase stood on the steps of the courthouse in White Plains and read the Declaration of Independence to the public for the first time in the STATE of New York. Five hundred handbills were distributed that day. The “Convention of Representatives of the State of New York” continued to meet in White Plains until July 27th, when they were forced to retreat north because of advancing British forces.  
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Stanley P. Klimley’s , “White Plains History Mural ,” depicts five historical events in White Plains history.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The White Plains History Mural, the Battle of White Plains mural by Edmund F. Ward and the Hudson Valley Legends mural by Edmund F. Ward can be viewed from the first floor of the White Plains Public Library above the Edge/Adult fiction section.
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