Chapter 7:
7.1.

Vegetation and Wildlife

INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
This Chapter describes the existing vegetation and wildlife on the Project Site, including
federally and state-listed threatened or endangered species. Conditions for these natural
resources in the Future with and without the Proposed Project are assessed.
Following examination of published resources and after conducting on-Site inspections, the
Project Site was found to contain primarily a managed landscape of shade trees and lawn with
scattered buildings and parking areas. Several large specimen trees exist within the maintained
lawn areas. No threatened or endangered species were found on-Site. However, as discussed
below, two endangered species have been reported within the general vicinity of the Site, and
therefore have the potential to occur on-Site.
7.1.1.

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
Impacts of the Proposed Project are not expected to significantly change the ecology of
the Site. Subsequent to development of the Proposed Project, the Site would continue to
consist of pavement and buildings with landscaped areas and shade trees. There would
be temporary displacement of suburban/urban-tolerant plant and animal species during
construction and 175 specimen trees would be removed. The Proposed Project, however,
would include the planting of approximately 350 trees and 500–600 shrubs. At the
conclusion of the Proposed Project, the Site would contain approximately the same
amount of maintained lawn with trees as it does under current conditions. Finally, with
implementation of the protective measures described below, no adverse impact to threatened
or endangered species that have the potential to occur on-Site would be expected.

7.1.2.

METHODOLOGY
A tree survey identifying all trees within the limits of the Project Site, pursuant to the
White Plains Code (Chapter 7-5, Article II), was conducted on August 24, 25, and 26,
2016. The tree survey identified species, size, and condition of trees 8 inches diameter at
breast height (DBH) and greater (see Appendix D).
On-Site ecological communities were characterized and dominant plant species were
inventoried during fieldwork concurrent with the Site reconnaissance on August 24, 25,
and 26, 2016. Incidental wildlife observations occurred during visits to the Project Site
for other purposes (e.g. tree inventory). A survey for reptiles and amphibians was
conducted on October 1, 2016, and included the inspection of cover objects and listening
for auditory signs. Use of the Site by fall migrating birds was also documented on this date.
As stated in Chapter 5, “Surface Waters and Wetlands,” a wetland investigation was
conducted on October 1, 2016, in accordance with City of White Plains Code (Section
3.5.2 and Section 4.4.25) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
methodologies. No wetlands were found on-Site.
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Existing information on vegetation and wildlife that has the potential to be present onSite was obtained using literature searches and through queries of governmental and
nongovernmental sources, including the New York Natural Heritage Program
(NYNHP); New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)
Environmental Resource Mapper; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) IPaC list of
threatened, endangered, and candidate species; Westchester County endangered species
list (revised 3/23/2005); New York State Breeding Bird Atlas (BBA) (2000–2005);
NYSDEC Amphibian & Reptile Atlas Project (Herp Atlas).
Impacts from construction and operation of the Proposed Project to vegetation and
wildlife were assessed by considering land clearing, visual and noise disturbances, and
habitat restoration post-construction.

7.2.

EXISTING CONDITIONS
7.2.1.

TREE INVENTORY
On August 24, 25, and 26, 2016 a certified arborist from AKRF, Inc. conducted an
inventory documenting the species, size, and condition of trees 8 inches DBH and
greater on the Project Site in accordance with the City of White Plains’ Tree
Preservation Guidelines and Municipal Code Chapter 7-5 Trees, Article II Sections 7-522 through 7-5-29 “Protection, Preservation and Maintenance.” Data were entered into
Fulcrum, a mobile data collection application. All inventoried trees received an
identifying number that corresponds to a mapped point and associated information about
that tree was recorded (see Appendix D). Trees on the Project Site were then surveylocated by a licensed land surveyor.
The tree inventory includes specimen and protected trees as defined in the City of White
Plains Code, trees or groupings of trees deemed significant, all trees with a minimum
trunk diameter of 8 inches at a point 4 feet above the natural grade, and any grouping of
20 or more trees. Tree “condition” was based on the structure and health of the roots,
trunk, and scaffold branches, the condition of small branches and buds and foliage, in
accordance with the International Society of Arboriculture “Guidelines for Developing
and Evaluating Tree Ordinances,” 2001.
A total of 280 trees were inventoried on the Site. Of these, 145 were noted to be in good
or excellent condition; four trees were dead; 30 trees were in poor condition; and, the
remaining 101 were in fair condition. According to the City of White Plains Municipal
Code, a “specimen tree” is identified as a tree that has a DBH of 12 inches or greater,
and/or a crown width of 15 feet or more, or any other tree or group of trees deemed
significant by the approving agency 1. All 280 inventoried trees fit within this general
description of specimen tree.

7.2.2.

VEGETATION AND ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITIES
Ecological communities on the Project Site were characterized, and dominant plant
species occurring on-Site were inventoried, by AKRF, during Site reconnaissance on
August 24, 25, and 26, 2016. Table 4 in Appendix D contains a list of the plant species
identified on the Site. Each of the principal ecological communities, or “cover types,” on

1

Sec. 7-5-25 of the City of White Plains Code.
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the Project Site and their characteristic vegetation is described below. No rare plants
were found on-Site. The spatial arrangement of these areas on-Site is shown in
Figure 7-1, and summarized in Table 7-1.

Table 7-1
Habitat types
Habitat type
Area (acres)
Maintained lawn with trees
7.67
Successional old field
2.67
Successional mixed hardwood
1.24
Buildings and Impervious surface
4.51
Total
16.09
Note:
Percentages may not sum due to rounding.
Source: AKRF, Inc.

Percent of Site*
48%
17%
8%
28%
100%*

The Project Site is composed entirely of upland (i.e., not wetland) terrestrial plant
communities dominated by the “maintained lawn with trees” community. The
community is located primarily in the western and northern portions of the Site that
surround the Site’s existing buildings, parking areas, and driveways. This community is
dominated by clipped grasses and forbs and is mowed regularly. Included in this
community are Kentucky bluegrass (Poa pratensis), common plantain (Plantago major),
and dandelion (Taraxacum officinale).
Also present on-Site is the “successional old field” community, described by Edinger et
al. as fields that have been cleared at some time for development, but remained fallow,
or which are mowed intermittently. This community is located primarily in the
southeastern portion(s) of the Site, in a region graded with fill material in 2004/2005 for
potential use as an athletic playing field. This area is now infrequently maintained or
mowed. Species identified on-Site in this community include Kentucky bluegrass,
orchard grass (Dactylis glomerata), Canadian horseweed (Conyza canadensis),
lambsquarters (Chenopodium album), mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris), and white
snakeroot (Ageratina altissima).
The “successional mixed hardwood” community is the wooded portion of the Site
located along its southern and eastern perimeter. This community is characterized by
woody plant species that have colonized areas that have been cleared or otherwise
disturbed. Characteristic trees and shrubs include black cherry (Prunus serrotina), white
ash (Fraxinus americana), and white pine (Pinus strobus). Several more aggressive
species, such as black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia), sycamore maple (Acer
pseudoplatanus), oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus), and Japanese knotweed
(Polygonum cuspidatum) dominate this community.
Lastly, there are several areas that contain construction and maintenance spoils
consisting of grass clippings, brush, and construction debris. These areas are on the
steeply sloped part of the Site along its southern and eastern perimeter among the
successional mixed hardwood community, which has areas reinforced with riprap.
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7.2.3.

WILDLIFE
7.2.3.1.

Birds
Birds identified on-Site during field reconnaissance on October 1, 2016
include rock pigeon (Columba livia), mourning dove (Zenaida macroura),
eastern phoebe (Sayornis phoebe), blue jay (Cyanocitta cristata), blackcapped chickadee (Poecile atricapillus), common yellowthroat (Geothlypis
trichas), and house sparrow (Passer domesticus).
The New York BBA has identified 82 migratory bird species as having been
sighted within the 9 square-mile bird census block within which the Project
Site is located (Block 5954D). Of these, 31 are confirmed as breeding/nesting
within the census block (see Appendix D). Of these confirmed bird species,
the more human/disturbance tolerant have the potential to nest on-Site within
the mix of mowed lawns, wooded border, and early successional field
habitats. Due to the lack of high-quality forest interior, or water resources, the
Project Site does not provide ideal breeding habitat for certain species
identified by the New York BBA, including pileated woodpecker (Dryocopus
pileatus), wood thrush (Hylocichla mustelina), red-eyed vireo (Vireo
olivaceus), and others. Similarly, the Site does not provide nesting habitat for
the only two special concern species identified by the New York BBA: osprey
(Pandion haliaetus) and cooper’s hawk (Accipiter cooperii). These two
species require open water and dense woods, respectively. Bird species that
have the potential to occur on the Project Site are likely to be those adapted to
developed suburban environments, like ones observed on-Site. Habitat similar
to the Project Site is abundant in close proximity, including at the Elisabeth
Haub School of Law at Pace University (“Pace Law School”) and at J Harvey
Turnure Memorial Park.

7.2.3.2.

Reptiles and Amphibians
No reptiles or amphibians were found on-Site during the October 1, 2016 field
reconnaissance. According to the NYS Herp Atlas, nine amphibians and five
reptiles were identified during the 1990–1999 census period within the United
States Geological Survey (USGS) White Plains Quadrangle within which the
Project Site is located (see Appendix D). However, given the lack of water
resources, the only species with the potential to occur on-Site are the northern
redback salamander (Plethodon cinereus), the northern brown snake (Storeria d.
dekayi), and potentially the eastern box turtle (Terrapene c. carolina). None of
these species are threatened or endangered, and only the eastern box turtle is listed
as special concern. The remaining species require either permanent standing water
or ephemeral ponds for breeding. These habitats are not present on-Site.

7.2.3.3.

Mammals
Mammals identified on-Site during field reconnaissance were limited to the
gray squirrel (Sciurus carolinensis). Other species expected to occur on-Site
include urban-tolerant species such as woodchuck (Marmota monax), raccoon
(Procyon lotor), and striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis), mixed with suburban
species that may pass through the site, such as eastern coyote (Canis latrans),
white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus), and red fox (Vulpes vulpes).

5/7/2018
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7.2.4.

THREATENED, ENDANGERED, AND SPECIAL CONCERN SPECIES
The NYNHP and the USFWS were contacted for information on past records of
occurrence of any state- or federally listed plant and animal species in the vicinity of the
Project Site. The NYSDEC Environmental Resource Mapper identifies the Project Site
as lying within an area identified as having the potential for the occurrence for rare or
threatened species. In response to a letter sent regarding the Project Site, the NYNHP, in
a letter dated December 5, 2016, stated that two species have the potential to occur onSite based on past records of occurrence (see Appendix D). These species are the NYSendangered peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus), which has been identified within 0.5
miles of the Project Site, and the NYS endangered large twayblade (Liparis liliifolia),
which is an orchid known historically for the region.
The peregrine falcon is listed as an endangered species in New York and is protected by
the Environmental Conservation Law (Section 11-0535) and the New York Code of
Rules and Regulations (6 NYCRR Part 182). Peregrine falcons experienced a rapid
decline in their populations during the period of popular use of DDT on crops between
1950 and 1970. Populations have recovered somewhat due to pesticide bans and captive
breeding efforts, but they are still considered endangered in New York State. Peregrine
falcons prefer to breed in open landscapes, typically nesting on high ledges of rocky
cliffs or human-made structures such as bridges or tall buildings. Peregrine falcons can
be sensitive to disturbance throughout the entire nesting season, which in New York
occurs from March through July.
Peregrine falcons’ preferred prey is smaller birds, such as rock pigeons. In migration and
winter, peregrines can be found in nearly any open habitat, but with a greater likelihood
along barrier islands, mudflats, coastlines, lake edges, and mountain chains. 2 Because
peregrine falcons have been documented in the area, the Project Site may be used
infrequently by foraging/feeding falcons, but no nesting habitat (high ledges, cliffs, tall
buildings) occur on-Site. Peregrine falcons were not observed during field reconnaissance.
Large twayblade is an early to mid-successional forest understory species that prefers
areas that are recovering from disturbance. It is known to occur in a variety of habitats
including wooded talus slopes, loamy or sandy woods and clearings, and shrubby
swamps, often on soils influenced by middle to high-pH bedrock such as limestone, trap,
and sandstone. Owing to the long time since this species was last identified in the
project vicinity (1937) and the developed condition of the Project Site, it is unlikely that
this species occurs on-Site. This species was not found during on-Site reconnaissance.
Additional species research included a review of the USFWS records through their IPac
website, accessed October 25, 2016 (see Appendix D). According to this database, no
endangered, threatened, or species of special concern are expected to occur within the
Project Site and no critical habitats are expected to occur within the Project Site.
According to the New York BBA, the osprey and cooper's hawk are mapped within the
vicinity of the Site and are listed with NYSDEC as species of special concern. Cooper’s
hawks prefer to breed in deep forest, but use open habitats and forest edges for hunting
small birds and mammals. 3 Due to their preference for deep woods, they are unlikely to

2
3

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology: https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Peregrine_Falcon/lifehistory
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology: https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Sharp-shinned_Hawk/lifehistory
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nest on the Project Site, which only contains forest patches. The cooper’s hawk may
occasionally forage on the Site due to its adaptability to suburban areas. Ospreys are
unlikely to occur on the Site due to their nearly exclusive preference for fish as prey, and
their need for large waterbodies for nesting sites. Neither the osprey nor the cooper’s
hawk were seen during on-Site inspections conducted in August and October 2016.
According to NYSDEC’s Herp Atlas, the eastern box turtle has been identified within the
White Plains USGS Quadrangle map within which the Project Site is located. Eastern box
turtles, a NYS-listed special concern species, prefer moderately moist deciduous forests
and mixed forests, old field, meadow, and shrubland habitats (see Klemens 1993, Gibbs et
al. 2007). These turtles are opportunistic omnivores, which forage for a wide variety of
animal and plant matter. Due to the fact that the most densely forested area of the Project
Site also contains dry, steep slopes, the eastern box turtle is not likely to prefer this habitat.
However, there is a chance they could exist in less steep patches and in the unmaintained
fields. This species was not observed during field reconnaissance.
As stated above, no federally or state-listed wildlife species were observed during field
surveys of the Project Site.

7.3.

FUTURE WITHOUT THE PROPOSED PROJECT
7.3.1.

VEGETATION
The City of White Plains, including the region surrounding the Project Site, is largely
developed. In the Future without the Proposed Project, no significant changes in land
use with the potential to substantially alter the current pattern of habitat and plant
species are anticipated in the vicinity of the Project Site. Comparatively large tracts of
undeveloped, forested land do occur in proximity to the Project Site—specifically within
the New York Presbyterian Hospital and Burke Rehabilitation Center properties, and the
Silver Lake Preserve.

7.3.2.

WILDLIFE
There are two currently approved developments proximate to the Project Site: a mixeduse development at 60 S. Broadway (currently under construction), including two 24story residential towers; and, the conversion of the current office building at 440
Hamilton Avenue to residential use, which includes the recladding of one of the
building’s façades with glass. These projects may result in the loss of some resident and
migratory birds each year due to daytime collisions with glass. These projects will
proceed regardless of the approval of the Proposed Project. Overall, however, no
significant changes in wildlife community composition, diversity, or abundance would
be expected to occur in the Future without the Proposed Project.

7.3.3.

THREATENED, ENDANGERED, AND SPECIAL CONCERN SPECIES
No change is anticipated in the status of state- or federally listed species in the Future
without the Proposed Project.

7.4.

POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT
As mentioned above, no adverse impacts would occur to ecological communities or wildlife
occurring on-Site as a result of the Proposed Project. The Project Site does not provide habitat
that is unique to the area. The Proposed Project would result in an increase in overall building
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and impervious coverage as shown in Table 7-2. This slight increase in impervious coverage
would not result in a substantial change to the urban tolerant plants and animals that frequent the
Site at present. The Proposed Project’s open spaces and landscaping would continue to provide
habitat to the same diversity of wildlife species that utilize the Site at present.

Table 7-2
Impacts to Ecological Communities
Community
Maintained lawn with trees
Successional old field
Meadow
Successional mixed hardwood
Buildings and impervious surfaces

Existing acres
7.67
2.67
0
1.24
4.51

Proposed change (acres)
+ 0.12
- 2.67
+ 0.26
- 0.70
+2.99
Total

Final acreage
7.79
0
0.26
0.54
7.50
16.09

Source: JMC Engineering.

7.4.1.

VEGETATION AND ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITIES
As shown in Table 7-2 and Figure 7-2, the ecological community with the greatest
disturbance due to the Proposed Project would be the “successional old field”
community, 2.67 acres of which would be converted to mowed lawn with trees and
pavement/buildings. Generally, old field communities located in less developed regions
can contain habitat for an array of plants and animals. The on-Site successional old field
was developed on recent fill soils deposited in 2005 and is dominated by a few weedy
and/or non-native herbaceous plant species, which provide little ecologically important
or rare habitat. Loss of the successional old field community is not considered an
adverse impact owing to its urban location and its plant composition. The community
least impacted by the Proposed Project would be the mixed hardwood wooded areas,
which would continue to provide habitat to woodland species during and after
construction. Due to the abundance of the maintained lawn with trees community in
adjacent residential areas, loss of a portion of this habitat type would not result in a
significant adverse ecological impact. Impacts to urban-tolerant wildlife, such as the
gray squirrel, American crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos), European starling (Sturnus
vulgaris), and common perching birds, would be minimal.
Within the limit of disturbance (LOD), 175 of the 280 specimen trees are proposed to be
removed, mostly within the maintained lawn with trees community (see Figure 7-3). All
175 trees are deemed significant according to the White Plains Code. Of those trees, 101
are currently in good or excellent condition and 74 are in fair or poor condition, or are
already dead. As shown in Figure 7-3, the grouping of trees between St. Ann’s Cottage
and the Carriage House would be preserved, as would the stand of tall evergreen trees
on the eastern edge of the Site’s field area. These trees would continue to provide a
visual buffer for off-Site residences.
The Proposed Project would also include the planting of approximately 350 new shade,
ornamental, and evergreen trees. Many of these new trees would be planted along the
Site’s southern boundary, as shown in Figure 2-25, to create an enhanced visual buffer.

7.4.2.

WILDLIFE
As discussed above, wildlife currently inhabiting the Site is adapted to similar urban and
suburban environments that lack water resources. Though temporary displacement
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would occur during construction, similar species would likely re-inhabit the Site once
construction is complete. Gray squirrels and urban-tolerant nesting birds may be
affected by removal of the larger trees on-Site. However, large trees in landscaped
parcels are common in the area, including the adjacent Pace Law School and J. Harvey
Turnure Memorial Park, which would provide for relocation of temporarily displaced
wildlife during construction. Post-construction, the landscaped portions of the Project
Site would re-grow, providing similar habitat as exists at present. Therefore no
significant adverse impact on wildlife is expected to occur.
The proposed buildings would not be expected to create significant collision hazards for
migrating or resident birds. Despite popular opinion that most bird collisions occur at
the tops of tall buildings during nocturnal migration, the reality is that the overwhelming
majority of building collisions occur during the daytime and near ground level when
lower-story windows reflect images of nearby trees and other vegetation (see Loss et al.
2014). Nighttime collisions of migrating birds with tall buildings are usually limited to
infrequent occasions when exceptionally dense fog and other inclement weather
conditions disorient birds and conceal the buildings. Birds typically migrate between
altitudes of approximately 650 and 2,500 feet (see Able 1970, Mabee and Cooper 2004,
Mabee et al. 2006). At heights of no more than 140 feet, the proposed buildings would
not extend into the range of air space commonly used by migrating birds. While
relatively short structures may still represent collision hazards to birds during special
circumstances when inclement weather combined with particular lighting conditions
attracts and/or disorients individuals, any nighttime collisions of birds with the proposed
buildings would likely be an extremely rare occurrence.
The likelihood of daytime collisions of birds with glass on the lower stories of buildings is
a function of building design (e.g., glass coverage and reflectivity), surrounding habitat,
and the abundance and species of birds in the area (see Hager et al. 2008, Gelb and
Delacretaz 2009, Klem et al. 2009). For the Proposed Project, the potential for daytime
collisions would therefore depend on the architecture and glass coverage of the yet-to-be
designed buildings. Based on detailed collision monitoring data from various types and
architectural styles of buildings in New York and elsewhere around the U.S., it can be
roughly estimated that there would be losses of around 1 to 10 birds per building per year
(see Gelb and Delacretaz 2006, 2009; Klem et al. 2009; Loss et al. 2014). Actual losses
resulting from the Proposed Project would be highly dependent on a combination of the
specific design features of the building (primarily the amount of glass coverage and the
degree of reflectivity of the glass), the presence of vegetation nearby (see Hager et al.
2008, Gelb and Delacretaz 2009, Klem et al. 2009), and the abundance of birds in the area.
Given the low quality habitat present within and surrounding the Project Site, non-native
European starlings, house sparrows, and rock doves are expected to be the most abundant
birds in the area. These species collide with windows much less frequently than native
birds (see O’Connell 2001, Sloan 2007). Overall, few birds can be supported by the small
patches of manicured lawn and other degraded habitat that would surround the proposed
buildings, and as such, the potential for collisions would be inherently limited. For these
reasons, and given that there are many existing buildings in the vicinity of the Project Site,
the Proposed Project would not be expected to significantly change the likelihood of
nighttime or daytime bird collisions relative to the existing condition, and would not have
significant adverse impacts to populations of the common and abundant species that have
the potential to occur in the area.
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7.4.3.

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED AND SPECIES OF CONCERN
As discussed above, no threatened or endangered species were found on the Site during
investigations.
7.4.3.1.

Large Twayblade
It is extremely unlikely that a population of this species exists on-Site due to
the extensive development (e.g., clearing, regrading, paving) and maintenance
that has occurred throughout the Project Site. In addition, a one-day
presence/absence survey for large twayblade, conducted on-Site in June 2017,
did not discover any individuals of this species. Therefore, the Proposed
Project is not anticipated to result in any impact to the large twayblade.

7.4.3.2.

Peregrine Falcon
Correspondence from NYSDEC, dated February 23, 2017, indicates that a
peregrine falcon has nested within ½-mile of the Project Site (See
Appendix D). The proposed new buildings would not result in significant
adverse impacts to potentially present falcons, but would be another
component of the urban environment of the City of White Plains. Urban
peregrine falcons primarily eat rock pigeons (see DeMent et al. 1986, Rejt
2001), whose abundance would not change as a result of the Proposed Project.
Therefore, hunting opportunities for peregrine falcons would not be affected
by the Proposed Project and no significant adverse impacts to the peregrine
falcon are anticipated from the Proposed Project’s operation.
With regard to potential construction period impacts to the peregrine falcon, it is
unlikely that any individual falcons nesting in the area would occur at ground
level within the Project Site as the peregrine falcon typically strikes and
captures its prey in mid-air. Therefore, construction equipment and activities are
unlikely to directly disturb an individual falcon. Furthermore, peregrine falcons
nest amidst the high levels of noise and human activity associated with urban
environments, thus demonstrating a high tolerance for disturbance and an ability
to exploit resources in human-dominated landscapes (see Cade et al. 1996,
White et al. 2002). As such, noise impacts from typical building construction
activities, such as those associated with the Proposed Project, are unlikely to
result in a significant adverse impact on the peregrine falcon.
The NYSDEC has issued guidelines for reviewing potential impacts to the
peregrine falcon (last revised July 2009). These guidelines recommend that
the following construction-related activities occur between August 1 and
January 31 to avoid disturbing nesting peregrine falcons:
•
•
•

Vegetation management and removal of tall perch trees (within ½-mile
radius);
Use of loud construction machinery, blasting , etc. (¾-mile radius); and
Timber harvesting (½-mile radius).

For purposes of this analysis, AKRF has considered trees with a DBH of at
least 24 inches as tall perch trees. These are the trees that are likely to be taller
than the peak of the on-Site Chapel (approximately 55 feet tall), the Joseph
and Bessie Gerber Glass Law Center to the north (approximately 50 feet tall)
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and the six-story apartment building immediately south of the Project Site
(approximately 60 feet). There are approximately 28 tall perch trees on-Site
within ½-mile of the potential nesting site. As shown in Figure 7-3, 13 of
those trees would be removed as a result of the Proposed Project. To avoid the
potential for impacts to the peregrine falcon’s potential nesting sites, removal
of those 13 tall perch trees would only occur between August 1 and January
31 in accordance with the above referenced NYSDEC guidelines.

7.5.

MITIGATION MEASURES
As described above, the Proposed Project is not anticipated to have a significant adverse impact
on vegetation or wildlife. Measures to minimize and mitigate potential impacts would be
included in the Proposed Project as described below.
7.5.1.

LANDSCAPING
To the greatest extent possible, the final landscape plan would protect healthy mature
trees and use native species appropriate to the ecoregion to provide for future wildlife.
The site plans included in Appendix L show the location of the proposed shade,
ornamental, and evergreen trees as well as the major shrub massings. The plans also
include a palette of species for each category.

7.5.2.

PRUNING AND REMOVAL NEEDS
Concurrent with the tree inventory, AKRF evaluated and documented tree pruning needs
for clearance, deadwood, and balance. Prior to construction, the Applicant would
prepare a Tree Protection Plan, which will include measures to protect the critical root
zone (CRZ) of trees remaining on-Site. 4 The Tree Protection Plan would also require
pruning trees located within 50 feet of construction, erecting fencing around the trunk of
each tree and other CRZ protection measures, including woodchips, plywood, or steel plates.

7.5.3.

WILDLIFE
During construction, tall equipment, including cranes, would have flagging at the apex
to deter perching by peregrine falcons on moving or greased parts.

4

The CRZ is generally calculated at 1.5 feet per 1 inch of DBH of the tree, according to International
Society of Arboriculture’s Best Management Practices.
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